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Yereg Haikakan Patkeratsum (Three Armenian Impressions) for oboe, clarinet, and
viola exists thanks to the persistent urging of oboist Patricia Malone, one of the
composer’s colleagues at The University of Southern Mississippi.  Adapted from a solo
viola work of the same title dedicated to internationally renowned Armenian-American
violist Kim Kashkashian, this music is intended to reflect in some way the achievements,
hardships, and sacrifices as well as the artistic expressions of the Armenian people.

While certainly not authentic Armenian music, these three pieces were inspired by the
exotic (to Western ears) qualities heard in much of the music of composers of Armenian
heritage.

Gisherayin Yerazhtutiun (Night Music) begins with a woodwind melody over a viola
drone, evoking both mystery and calm.  A lively dance, accompanied by rhythms of 2 + 3
beats alternating with 3 + 2 beats, emerges as though at a distance, grows louder, then
vanishes.  A varied return of the opening music brings the movement to a peaceful close.
Here, as throughout the work, “exotic” scales and rhythms create the impression of a
faraway place.

Aghachang (Supplication) is meant to express the sacrifices endured by the Armenian
people.  A plaintive melody in minor mode is followed by more optimistic music in
major.  Elaborate counterpoint weaves a colorful tapestry of sound as the music builds to
an impassioned return of the opening melody.  The movement ends with a mood of calm
resignation.

Tonakatarutiun (Celebration) portrays unrestrained, spirited exuberance throughout.
The 9/8 meter, divided into uneven groups of 2 + 3 + 2 + 2 or 5 + 4 — rather than the
usual 3 + 3 + 3 — gives a feeling that one is at times suspended in the air, a feeling not
unlike that of the dance in the first movement.

I am grateful to my Armenian-born viola student Armine Hayrikyan for providing the
Armenian translations of the titles.  A note on pronunciation of Armenian:  vowels are
approximately as in Italian, consonants are approximately as in English, and the accent
is always on the last syllable.

Michael Kimber

Copyright © 2002 by Michael Kimber
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Michael Kimber
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NOTE:  "Tonakatarutiun" is printed only to show that this word is the final rhythm in
the viola part.  The shouting of "Hey!" at the end is optional and may be omitted.
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